CITY LIGHTS
THE
WE BOOKS
RESISTANCE
Documenting a History of Nonviolent
Protest in the United States
Edited by Michael G. Long
Foreword by Chris Hedges
Afterword by Dolores Huerta

This PDF file remains the property of
CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
reproduced, copied or used in any way
City Lights Books | San Francisco
without
prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

Copyright © 2019 by Michael G. Long
All Rights Reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Long, Michael G., editor.
Title: We the resistance : documenting a history of nonviolent protest in the
United States / edited by Michael G. Long ; foreword by Chris Hedges ;
afterword by Dolores Huerta.
Description: San Francisco, CA : City Lights Books, 2018.
Identifiers: LCCN 2018031526 | ISBN 9780872867567
Subjects: LCSH: Protest movements—United States—History. | Social
reformers—United States—History. | Government, Resistance to—United
States—History. | Nonviolence—United States—History.
Classification: LCC HN57 .W3595 2018 | DDC 303.48/40973—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018031526

This PDF file remains the property of

City Lights Books are published at the City Lights Bookstore
CITY
LIGHTS
BOOKS,
and may not be
261 Columbus
Avenue,
San Francisco,
CA 94133
www.citylights.com
reproduced, copied or used in any way

without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

c ontents

foreword xxv
Nonviolent Revolt
Chris Hedges

in trodu ction xxxi
We the Resistance
Michael G. Long

on e
Early Roots of Resistance 1
We Cannot Condemn Quakers (1657) 1
Edward Hart
Buy Slaves to Free Them (1693) 4
George Keith
I am but a poor SLave (1723) 7
Anonymous Slave
I Have No King (1727) 10
Loron Sauguaarum
The People Are the Proper Judge (1750) 14
Jonathan Mayhew
Tea Overboard (1773; document date, 1834) 17
George Hewes
Unjustly Taxed (1774) 21
Isaac Backus
No Money for the Revolutionary War (1776; document date,
1797) 23
ThisJobPDF
Scott file remains the property of

CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

t wo
The Abolitionist Movement and the Struggle for the
Rights of Free African Americans 27

They Do Not Consider Us as Men (1813) 27
James Forten
Women Overthrowing Slavery (1836) 29
Angelina Grimke
Escape on the Pearl (1848; document date, 1855) 34
Daniel Drayton
Resistance to Civil Government (1849) 41
Henry David Thoreau
I Won’t Obey It! (1850) 44
Jermaine Wesley Loguen
What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? (1852) 49
Frederick Douglass
He Took Hold of Me and I Took Hold of the Window Sash
(1854) 52
Elizabeth Jennings
Was John Brown Justified? (1859) 54
William Lloyd Garrison

th ree
Removing Native Americans, Dethroning Hawaiians 57
First Lords of the Soil (1830) 57
Theodore Frelinghuysen
The Audacious Practices of Unprincipled Men (1836) 60
Chief John Ross
The
the Winnebago
64
ThisReturn
PDFoffile
remains (1873)
the property
of
S.
CITY
BOOKS,
and(1879)
may65not be
We AskLIGHTS
to Be Recognized
as Men
reproduced,
Chief Joseph copied or used in any way

without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
My Downtrodden People (1898) 68
Queen Liliuokalani

f ou r
Striking Against Industrialists 75

Petition Against Terrorism (1871) 75
Colored National Labor Union
Will You Organize? (1877) 80
Albert Parsons
We Have 4,000 Men (1891) 83
African American Waterfront Workers of Savannah
A Petition in Boots (1894) 84
James Coxey
The Wail of the Children (1903) 88
Mother Jones
Negro Workers! (1912) 91
Committee of Defense, Brotherhood of Timber Workers
Wage Slavery (1912) 94
Textile Workers of Lawrence, Massachusetts

five
Fighting for Women’s Rights 101
All Men and Women Are Created Equal (1848) 101
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Others
Keep the Thing Going (1851, 1867) 105
Sojourner Truth
Robbed of Citizenship (1873) 108
ThisSusan
PDFB. Anthony
file remains the property of
Marriage and Love Have Nothing in Common (1910) 114
CITY
LIGHTS
BOOKS, and may not be
Emma
Goldman

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
Why Women Want to Vote (1913) 118
Anna Howard Shaw
For the Sake of Consistency (1915) 122
Mary Church Terrell

si x
World War I 125

I Denounce the Governing Class (1915) 125
Kate Richards O’Hare
Strike Against War (1916) 128
Helen Keller
The Darker Races and Avaricious Capitalists (1917) 133
A.Philip Randolph and Chandler Owen
A Deliberate Violator (1918) 136
Roger N. Baldwin

sev e n
Workers’ Rights and the Great Depression 141
Industrial Slavery, Murder, Riot, and Unbelievable Cruelty
(1919) 141
W. E. B. Du Bois
Organization of the Negro Workers (1925) 144
A. Philip Randolph
A Bolshevik Revolution in Lawrence? (1919; document date,
1958) 146
A.J. Muste
Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? (1932) 151
Harburg
Bonus Marchers
ThisYipPDF
fileand
remains
the property of
Down with the Sweatshops! (1933; document date, 1945) 155
CITY
LIGHTS
Rose
Pesotta BOOKS, and may not be

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
Death Watch (1935) 161
League of the Physically Handicapped
The Flint Sit-Down Strike (1937) 163
United Auto Workers
Women of the Cotton Fields (1938) 165
Elaine Ellis
Picketing Is Exercising Free Speech (1940) 169
Frank Murphy

ei g ht
World War II 173
Jim Crow and National Defense (1941) 173
A.Philip Randolph
I Cannot Honorably Participate (1943) 177
Robert Lowell
A Racist Charge of Mutiny (1944) 179
Thurgood Marshall
The Internment of Japanese Citizens (1944) 182
Fred Korematsu and Frank Murphy
Japanese American Draft Resisters (1944) 186
The Voice of the Nisei
Against Dropping Atomic Bombs on Japan (1945) 188
Leo Szilard
Judgment on Jubilation (1945) 190
Dorothy Day

nine
The Civil Rights Movement 193

This PDF file remains the property of
bui lding t h e f oundat ion 193
CITY
LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
Human Holocaust Under the Stars and Stripes (1909) 193
reproduced,
copied or used in any way
Ida B. Wells-Barnett
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
We March for the Butchered Dead (1917) 197
Charles Martin and the Negro Silent Protest Parade
We Return Fighting (1919) 201
W. E. B. Du Bois
It Brings a Sense of Shame (1947, 1960) 204
Baltimore Afro-American and Jackie Robinson
Jim Crow in the Armed Forces (1948) 207
Bayard Rustin
The Courage of These People in Clarendon County
(1951) 211
Thurgood Marshall
Dogs, Cats, and Colored People (1955) 214
George Grant

from rosa parks to t h e b l ack pan t her s 215
Don’t Ride the Bus (1955) 215
Jo Ann Gibson Robinson
We Shall Have to Lead Our People to You (1957) 217
Southern Negro Leaders Conference
SNCC and Nonviolence (1960) 220
Ella Baker and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee
We’re Going to Keep Coming (1961) 224
Jim Zwerg
A Living Petition (1963) 229
Bayard Rustin
I Didn’t Try to Register for You (1964) 234
Fannie Lou Hamer
Our Free Speech Fight (1964) 238
ThisMario
PDFSavio
file remains the property of
The Right
to ThrowBOOKS,
Off Such Government
243
CITY
LIGHTS
and may (1966)
not be
Huey Newton and Bobby Seale

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

ten
The Threat of Atomic Bombs and the Vietnam War 249

Statement on Omaha Action (1959) 249
Marjorie Swann
The Cruel Deception of Civil Defense (1961) 252
The Civil Defense Protest Committee
The Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) 256
Women Strike for Peace
The March on Washington to End the Vietnam War
(1965) 260
Students for a Democratic Society
A Draft for the Freedom Fight in the U.S. (1966) 265
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority (1967) 268
Marcus Raskin and Arthur Waskow
Our Apologies, Good Friends (1968) 272
Daniel Berrigan and the Catonsville Nine
If the Government Doesn’t Stop the War, We’ll Stop the
Government (1971) 275
Mayday Tribe

el eve n
The Movement Expands 281
red, brown, and ye ll ow p ower 281
Fish-Ins (1964; document date, 1967) 281
Janet McCloud and Robert Casey
The Occupation of Alcatraz (1969) 285
All Tribes
ThisIndians
PDFoffile
remains the property of
The Longest Walk (1978) 288
CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
American Indian Movement

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
La Huelga and La Causa Is Our Cry (1966) 293
Dolores Huerta
Blowouts—Baby—Blowouts!! (1968) 296
Chicano Students in East Los Angeles
To Resist with Every Ounce (1969) 299
Cesar Chavez
Hasta La Victoria Siempre! (1970) 304
Young Lords Party
The Yellow Power Movement (1969) 307
Amy Uyematsu
From Colonies to Communities (1969) 311
Asian Community Center

l gbt righ ts, wom en’ s righ ts, an d di sab i l i t y
ri ghts 313
Ejected from Dewey’s (1965) 313
Janus Society
Homosexual American Citizens Picket the White House
(1965) 316
Frank Kameny
Christopher Street Liberation Day (1970) 319
Gay Liberation Front
Underground Abortion (1969) 321
Jane
We Call on All Our Sisters (1969) 325
Redstockings
Welfare Is a Women’s Issue (1972) 329
Johnnie Tillmon
Sitting Against Nixon (1972) 333
Heumann
ThisJudyPDF
file remains the property of
The Vegetables Are Rising (1977) 336
CITY
LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
Ed Roberts

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
t w elve
Environmental Justice and Animal Liberation 341

Earth Day (1970) 341
Gaylord Nelson
Oppose, Resist, Subvert (1981) 344
Edward Abbey
Occupy the Forest (1985) 346
Earth First
Rescuing the Monkeys (1981) 348
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
A Necessary Fuss (1984) 351
Animal Liberation Front
Avon Killing (1989) 353
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

th i rte e n
Anti-Nukes, The Reagan Years, Anti-Gulf War 357
nucl e ar p ower and nucle ar weap on s 357
I Can Find No Natural Balance with a Nuclear Plant
(1974) 357
Sam Lovejoy
Declaration of Nuclear Resistance (1976) 359
Clamshell Alliance
Making the World Truly Safe (1979) 363
Randall Forsberg
Nuclear Waste on Our Homeland (1995) 366
Lower Colorado River Tribes

This
PDF fileyears:
remains
thebust
property
of
the reagan
union
ing,
CITY
BOOKS,
beca
a partLIGHTS
h eid, and
wars inand
c enmay
t r al not
ameri
You
Are
Not
Alone
(1981)
369
reproduced, copied or used in any way
Lane Kirkland
without prior written permission.

369

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
End UM Investments in Apartheid (1977) 371
South African Liberation Committee
Boycotting Shell (1986) 374
United Mineworkers of America
We Join in Covenant to Provide Sanctuary (1982) 377
Bay Area Sanctuary Movement
Pledge of Resistance (1983) 380
Pledge of Resistance Campaign
I Sat on the Tracks (1987; document date, 2011) 382
S. Brian Willson

the g ulf war 387
I Will Refuse to Fight (1990) 387
Jeff Paterson
One Billion Dollars a Day (1991) 390
June Jordan
Demonstrate, Demand, Disobey (1991) 395
Michael Albert and Stephen Shalom

f ou rte e n
LGBT Rights, AIDS, and Women’s Rights 399
l gbt righ ts and aids 399
I Am Proud to Raise My Voice Today (1979) 399
Audre Lorde
The Right to Lesbian and Gay Sex (1987) 401
The March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights
We Take That Fire and Make It Our Own (1993) 405
New York Lesbian Avengers
Transphobia
at the
Heart of Queerphobia
(1993)of409
This PDF Isfile
remains
the property
Phyllis Randolph Frye
CITY
LIGHTS
BOOKS,
and may not be
Why We
Fight (1988)
412
reproduced,
Vito Russo copied or used in any way

without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
Stop the Church (1989; document date, 2009) 416
Michael Petrelis

women’ s righ ts 418
Women’s Fast for the ERA (1982; document date, 1987) 418
Sonia Johnson
Clarence Thomas, Sexual Harasser (1991) 422
Anita Hill
March for Women’s Lives (1992) 427
Sarah Schuster and Jewel Jackson McCabe

fifteen
The Anti-Globalization Movement 433
NAFTA Is Economic Hemorrhage (1993) 433
Jesse Jackson
Close Down the WTO (1999) 439
Russell Mokhiber and Robert Weissman
Students Against Sweatshops (1999) 443
SOLE
Defund the Fund! Break the Bank! Dump the Debt!
(2000) 445
Mobilization for Global Justice

si xte e n
The War on Terror 449
Isn’t This Really About Oil? (2002, 2016) 449
Medea Benjam
Calling All Americans to Resist War and Repression
This
(2002) PDF
452 file remains the property of
NotLIGHTS
in Our Name
CITY
BOOKS, and may not be
Bring
Our
Troops
Home
456 in any way
reproduced, copied(2005)
or used
Cindy Sheehan

without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
Eleven Reasons to Close Guantánamo (2015) 461
Naureen Shah
Shut Down Creech (2016) 465
Anti-Drone Activists

sev e nte e n
Emerging Movements in the New Century 469

mi n i ng, pipe lines, and gl obal war mi n g 469
Boats Float, Bears Don’t (2008) 469
Greenpeace International
End Mountaintop Removal (2010) 472
Appalachia Rising
The Keystone Pipeline Revolt (2011) 473
Bill McKibben
l gbtq righ ts 480
Chained to Serve Openly (2010) 480
Get EQUAL
Our Love Is Equal (2013) 482
Anthony Kennedy and James Obergefell
o c cup ying wall st re et and washi n gton 485
Killing Big Insurance (2009) 485
Mobilization for Health Care for All
Occupy, I Love You (2011) 488
Naomi Klein
Moral Mondays (2013) 494
William Barber II
Time to Withdraw Big Money from Politics (2016) 497
This
PDF file remains the property of
Democracy Spring and Democracy Uprising

CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
pri son ab olit ion and bl ack l i ves mat t er
reproduced,
copied or used in any way
Life Beyond the Prison (2003) 501
without
prior written permission.
Angela Y. Davis

501

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS
Justice for Trayvon! (2012) 505
Tracy Martin and Sybrina Fountain
Riding to Ferguson (2014) 508
Black Lives Matter
Freeing Slaves in Prison (2016) 512
Support Prisoner Resistance

protect ing and le galizing i mmi g r an ts 515
Freedom Rides for Immigrant Workers (2003) 515
Patricia A. Ford
We Want a Legalization Process (2006) 519
Luis Gutierrez, Gloria Romero, and Others
Stopping Another Deportation (2013) 522
United We Dream

ei g hte e n
The Trump Era Begins 525
Not a Legitimate President (January 2017) 525
John Lewis and Others
Our Pussies Ain’t for Grabbing (January 2017) 528
The Women’s March and America Ferrera
Together We Rise (March 2017) 532
Dave Archambault II
Fearless Girl (April 2017) 536
Susan Cox
And So We Resist Global Warming (June 2017) 539
Bill McKibben
Dying for Health Care (June 2017) 543
ThisADAPT
PDF file remains the property of
A White Nationalist Rally in Charlottesville (August
CITY
LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
2017) 545
reproduced,
copied or used in any way
Brendan Novak

without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

Targeting Transgender Troops (November 2017) 549
Jennifer Peace
Hunger Strike at Guantánamo Bay (December 2017) 552
Khalid Qassim
We Pledge to Resist for Immigrants (2017) 554
Alison Harrington
The Human Impact of the Muslim Ban (December 2017) 557
Dina El-Rifai
DACA: Depression, Anxiety, Frustration (January 2018) 561
Korina Iribe Romo
Marching for Our Lives (March 2016) 564
Patrick Northrup
We Do Not Want the Wall (March 2018) 567
Dulce Garcia
#MeToo Is About Restoring Humanity (2018) 569
Tarana Burke
afterword
Resistance Past, Present, and Future 575
Dolores Huerta
s ou rc es and perm issions 582
notes 599
ack nowle d gm e nts 609

This PDF file remains the property of
CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

i llustration s
19

The Boston Tea Party, 1773. (Library of Congress)

37

Runaway slave traveling by river. (Schomburg Center, New York Public
Library)

47

Slave hunters seizing fugitives. (Schomburg Center, New York Public
Library)

48

An Underground Railroad rescue. (Schomburg Center, New York Public
Library)

63

Chief John Ross, c. 1843. (Library of Congress)

67

Native Americans petitioning U.S. Congress, c. 1860s. (National Archives
and Records Administration)

87

Coxey’s Army, Washington, D.C., 1894. (Library of Congress)

89

Women striking against child labor, New York City, c. 1900. (National Archives and Records Administration)

95

Striking textile workers in Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1912. (Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University)

97

Parents sending children to safety during Lawrence strike, 1912. (Library
of Congress)

111

Women suffragists, New York City. (New York Public Library)

119 Suffrage parade, New York City, 1912. (New York Public Library)
127 Anti-conscription march, New York City, 1916. (Swarthmore College
Peace Collection)

This PDF file remains the property of

137 Anti-Enlistment League flyer calling for pledges to protest WWI, 1915.
CITY LIGHTS
(Swarthmore
College PeaceBOOKS,
Collection) and may not be

reproduced, copied or used in any way

139 Women’s Peace Parade, New York City, 1914. (Swarthmore College Peace
Collection)
without prior written permission.

xx | illustrat ions

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

153 Bonus Army at the U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C., 1932. (Library of
Congress)
157 International Ladies Garment Workers handbill in support of dressmakers’
strike, Los Angeles, 1933. (National Archives and Records Administration)
175 Flyer for the March on Washington Movement, 1941. (Public domain)
187 Handbill of demands made by the Voice of the Nisei, Poston, Arizona,
1942. (National Archives and Records Administration)
189 Leo Szilard’s petition to President Harry S. Truman, 1945. (Harry S. Truman Presidential Library)
195 African Americans march near U.S. Capitol to protest lynching of four
African Americans in Georgia, 1946. (Library of Congress)
199 Children march in the Silent Protest Parade, 1917. (Schomburg Center,
New York Public Library)
203 W.E.B. Du Bois, second from left in front line, marches in the Silent Protest Parade, New York City, 1917. (Schomburg Center, New York Public
Library)
219 African Americans turn out to vote in Peachtree, Alabama, 1966. (National Archives and Records Administration)
223 Greensboro sit-in, North Carolina, 1960. (Library of Congress)
225 Freedom Riders John Lewis, left, and Jim Zwerg, Montgomery, Alabama,
1961. (Library of Congress)
225 Freedom Riders depart for Washington, D.C., 1961. (Library of Congress)
231 Labor leader A. Phillip Randolph, center, at the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom, 1963. (National Archives and Records Administration)

This
PDF fileforremains
the property
of Archives
232 March
on Washington
Jobs and Freedom,
1963. (National
and Records
CITY Administration)
LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
reproduced,
copied
inofany
232 Washington,
D.C. march,
led by or
the used
Congress
Racialway
Equality, in
without prior written permission.

il lu str ati on s | xxi

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

memory of African American girls murdered in the bombing of Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963. (Library of Congress, photographer Thomas O’Halloran)
245 Flyer for Black Panther Party health clinic, Berkeley, California, 1971.
(Itsabouttimebpp.com)
259 Hiroshima Day protest, New York City, 1968. (David McReyolds)

261 Students for a Democratic Society flyer for the March on Washington to
End the War in Vietnam, 1965. (Public domain)
263 University of Michigan students march against Dow Chemical, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1969. (Jay Cassidy Photo Collection, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan)
269 Marchers protest the draft at Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut,
1968. (National Archives and Records Administration)
277 Women Strike for Peace die-in, New York City, 1972. (Swarthmore College
Peace Collection)
279 Women Strike for Peace protest against the Vietnam War, Washington,
D.C., 1972. (Swarthmore College Peace Collection)
283 Marlon Brando, left, and Robert Satiacum hold fish-in, Puyallup River, Washington, 1964. (MOHAI, Seattle Post-Intelligencer Collection,
1986.5.4414)
287 “We will not give up.” Indian Occupiers moments after the removal from
Alcatraz Island on June 11, 1971. (Ilka Hartmann)
291 Poster supporting the Wounded Knee occupation, South Dakota, 1973.
(Library of Congress)
295 United Farm Workers and their allies march from Delano to Sacramento,
fileLibrary,
remains
property of
1966.This
(WalterPDF
P. Reuther
Waynethe
State University)

BOOKS,forand
be San Fran301 CesarCITY
ChavezLIGHTS
leads demonstration
Unitedmay
Farm not
Workers,
cisco,
c. 1970s. (Walter copied
P. Reuther Library,
Waynein
State
University)
reproduced,
or used
any
way
without prior written permission.

xxii | illustrat ions

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

303 Dolores Huerta with grape harvesters, California, c. 1969. (Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University)
309 Amy Uyematsu’s influential article on Yellow Power, 1969. (Densho Digital
Repository)
321 Gay Activist Alliance at the Christopher Street Liberation Day March,
New York City, 1970. (New York Public Library, photographer Kay Tobin)
323 From the Film “Jane: An Abortion Service,” 1995. (Courtesy of Women
Make Movies)
327 Women on “Relay for ERA,” from Seneca Falls, NY, to Houston, TX, c.
1977. (National Archives and Records Administration)
335 Protesters at the Capitol Crawl, calling for passage of the American Disabilities Act, 1990. (Tom Olin)
339 The 504-sit outside San Francisco’s City Hall, 1977. (Anthony Tusler)
347 Early tree-sitting by Earth First, c. 1985. (Earth First/Public Domain)
352 Rabbits liberated by the Animal Liberation Front. (The Animal Liberation
Front)
361 Anti-nuclear march, Seabrook, New Hampshire, 1978. (Swarthmore College Peace Collection)
371 Solidarity Day March, Washington, D.C., 1981. (Library of Congress)
373 Poster calling for international boycott of South Africa, 1976. (Library of
Congress, creator Racheal Romero)
379 Sanctuary activist Jose Artiga, left, protesting at U.S. Capitol, 1980s. (Courtesy of Jose Artiga)
381 Demonstration against the training of Nicaraguan Contra rebels, Fort
This
PDF1986.
file
remains
the
of
Walton,
Florida,
(National
Archives
and property
Records Administration)

CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be

391 About 200 University of Wisconsin-Madison students marched in early
reproduced,
copied
or The
used
in any
1991
to protest the Persian
Gulf War.
students
calledway
for university

without prior written permission.

il lu str ati on s | xxiii

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

leaders to devote one school day to education about the war. (University of
Wisconsin, photographer Jeff Miller)
403 ACT-UP die-in at City Hall, New York City, 1989. (New York Public Library, photographer Douglass Rowell)
407 First New York City Dyke March, 1993. (Carolina Kroon)

417 Poster for ACT-UP protest at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York City, 1989.
(New York Public Library)
429 Pro-choice march, New York City, 1992. (Sandra Lee Phipps)
441 Police fire pepper spray at protesters against the World Trade Organization, Seattle, 1999. (Wikimedia Commons, photographer Steve Kaiser)
447 Mobilization for Global Justice march against World Bank, Washington,
D.C., 2006. (Creative Commons)
455 Marchers protest war against Iraq, Washington, D.C., 2007. (Wikimedia
Commons)
459 Cindy Sheehan sits in front of Daniel Ellsberg speaking at protest calling for withdrawal of U.S. troops from the war against Iraq, Washington,
D.C., 2006. (Creative Commons)
467 Rize Oliveira of Shut Down Creech protests against U.S.-led drone attacks,
Creech Air Force Base, Clark County Nevada, 2016. (Shutdowncreech.
com)
471 Greenpeace protest of global warming, U.S. Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C., 2008. (National Archives and Records Administration)
491 Day 14 of Occupy Wall Street, New York City, 2011. (Wikimedia Commons)
499 Democracy Spring sit-in at U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C., 2016. (WikimediaThis
Commons)
PDF file remains the property of
511

March
to support
Black Lives
Matter and
Blackbe
Friday, NYC,
CITY
LIGHTS
BOOKS,
andboycott
mayof not
2014. (Wikimedia Commons, photographer All-Nite Images)

reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

xxiv | illustrat ions

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

523 Protest against eliminating DACA, New York City, 2017. (Wikimedia
Commons)
531 The Women’s March, Washington, D.C., 2017. (Wikimedia Commons)
535 Solidarity with Standing Rock march, San Francisco, 2016. (Wikimedia
Commons)
547 Cornel West, second from right in back, and others protesting “Unite the
Right” rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, 2017. (Anthony Crider via Flickr)
559 Muslim Ban Protest at San Francisco International Airport, 2017. (Quinn
Norton via Flickr)
565 Protesters at March for Our Lives, Washington, DC, 2018. (Mobilus in
Mobili via Flickr)
573 Tarana Burke leading #MeToo March, Hollywood, California, 2017. (The
Corsair, photographer Jakob Zermeno)

This PDF file remains the property of
CITY LIGHTS BOOKS, and may not be
reproduced, copied or used in any way
without prior written permission.

CITY LIGHTS
BOOKS

f oreword

Nonviolent Revolt
Chris Hedges
The ideas that sustain the corporate state—neoliberalism, the free market, globalization—have lost their efficacy across the political spectrum.
The ideas that are rising to take their place, however, are inchoate. The
right has retreated into Christian fascism, xenophobia, racism, a dangerous hyper-individualism and a celebration of the gun culture. The left,
knocked off balance by decades of fierce state repression in the name
of anti-communism, is struggling to rebuild and define itself. Popular
revulsion for the ruling elite, however, is nearly universal. It is a question
of which ideas, which vision, will capture the public’s imagination.
Revolutions, when they erupt, appear to the elites and the establishment to be sudden and unexpected. This is because the real work of
revolutionary ferment and consciousness is unseen by the mainstream
society, noticed only after it has largely been completed. Throughout
history, those who have sought radical change have always had to first
discredit the ideas used to prop up ruling elites and construct alternative ideas for society, ideas often embodied in what is dismissed by the
ruling elites as a utopian revolutionary myth. Once ideas shift for a large
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causing in the world?” the anarchist Alexander Berkman wrote in his
essay, “The Idea Is the Thing.” “If you did, then your answer must have
been that it is because the people support those institutions, and that
they support them because they believe in them.”
Berkman was right. As long as most citizens believe in the ideas
that justify global capitalism, the private and state institutions that serve
our corporate masters are unassailable. When these ideas are shattered,
the institutions that buttress the ruling class deflate and collapse. The
battle of ideas is percolating below the surface. It is a battle the corporate
state, which no longer has a coherent counterargument, is steadily losing. An increasing number of Americans are getting it. They recognize
that we have been short of our most basic and cherished civil liberties,
and live under the gaze of the most intrusive security and surveillance
apparatus in human history. Half the country, because of deindustrialization and automation, can no longer find work that pays a sustainable
wage and lives in poverty or near poverty.
The historian Crane Brinton in his book, Anatomy of a Revolution,
laid out the common route to revolution. The preconditions for successful revolution, Brinton argued, are discontent that affects nearly all social classes, widespread feelings of entrapment and despair, unfulfilled
expectations, a unified solidarity in opposition to a tiny power elite, a
refusal by scholars and thinkers to continue to defend the actions of the
ruling class, an inability of government to respond to the basic needs of
citizens, a steady loss of will within the power elite itself and defections
from the inner circle, a crippling isolation that leaves the power elite
without any allies or outside support and, finally, a financial crisis. Our
corporate elite, as far as Brinton was concerned, has amply fulfilled these
preconditions. But it is Brinton’s next observation that is most worth remembering. Revolutions always begin, he wrote, by making impossible
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wars in Algeria, the Sudan and Yemen, the two Palestinian uprisings
and the revolutions in East Germany, Czechoslovakia and Romania as
well as the wars in the former Yugoslavia. George Orwell wrote that all
tyrannies rule through fraud and force, but that once the fraud is exposed, they must rely exclusively on force. We have now entered the
era of naked force. The vast million-person bureaucracy of the internal
security and surveillance state will not be used to stop terrorism but to
try and stop us.
Despotic regimes in the end collapse internally. Once the foot soldiers who are ordered to carry out acts of repression, such as the clearing
of parks or arresting or even shooting demonstrators, no longer obey
orders, the old regime swiftly crumbles. When the aging East German
dictator Erich Honecker was unable to get paratroopers to fire on protesting crowds in Leipzig in the fall of 1989, the regime was finished. The
same refusal to employ violence doomed the communist governments
in Prague and Bucharest. I watched in December 1989 as the army general that the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu had depended on to crush protests condemned him to death on Christmas Day. Tunisia’s Ben Ali and
Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak lost power once they could no longer count on
the security forces to fire into crowds.
The process of defection among the ruling class and security forces
is slow and often imperceptible. These defections are advanced through
a rigid adherence to nonviolence, a refusal to respond to police provocation and a verbal respect for the blue-uniformed police, no matter
how awful they can be while wading into a crowd and using batons as
battering rams against human bodies.
Revolution usually erupts over events that would, in normal circumstances, be considered meaningless or minor acts of injustice by the
state. But once the tinder of revolt has piled up, as it has in the United
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state to address even the minimal grievances of the citizenry, along with
the abject failure to remedy the mounting state repression, the chronic
unemployment and underemployment, the massive debt peonage that
is crippling more than half of Americans, and the loss of hope and widespread despair, means that blowback is inevitable.
“Because revolution is evolution at its boiling point, you cannot
‘make’ a real revolution any more than you can hasten the boiling of a
tea kettle,” Berkman wrote. “It is the fire underneath that makes it boil:
how quickly it will come to the boiling point will depend on how strong
the fire is.”
Max Weber wrote, “What is possible would never have been achieved
if, in this world, people had not repeatedly reached for the impossible.”
It is the visionaries and utopian reformers such as the socialist Eugene V. Debs and the abolitionists who brought about real social change,
not the “practical” politicians. The abolitionists destroyed what the
historian Eric Foner calls the “conspiracy of silence by which political
parties, churches and other institutions sought to exclude slavery from
public debate.”
Foner writes:
For much of the 1850s and the first two years of the Civil War,
Lincoln—widely considered the model of a pragmatic politician—advocated a plan to end slavery that involved gradual
emancipation, monetary compensation for slave owners, and
setting up colonies of freed blacks outside the United States.
The harebrained scheme had no possibility of enactment. It
was the abolitionists, still viewed by some historians as irresponsible fanatics, who put forward the program—an immediate and uncompensated end to slavery, with black people
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and globalization—that sustain the structures of the ruling elites. And
once enough people get it, a process that can take years, “the slow, quiet,
and peaceful social evolution becomes quick, militant, and violent,” as
Berkman wrote. “Evolution becomes revolution.”
An uprising that is devoid of ideas and vision is never a threat to
ruling elites. Social upheaval without clear definition and direction,
without ideas behind it, descends into nihilism, random violence and
chaos. It consumes itself. This, at its core, is why I disagree with some
elements of the Black Bloc anarchists and antifa. I believe in strategy.
And so did many of the older anarchists, including Berkman, Emma
Goldman, Pyotr Kropotkin and Mikhail Bakunin. And I know that nonviolence is the only route we have to radical social and political change.
I prefer the piecemeal and incremental reforms of a functioning
democracy. I prefer a system in which our social institutions permit the
citizenry to nonviolently dismiss those in authority. I prefer a system in
which institutions are independent and not captive to corporate power.
But we do not live in such a system. Revolt is the only option left. Ruling
elites, once the ideas that justify their existence are dead, resort to force.
It is their final clutch at power. If a nonviolent popular movement is able
to ideologically disarm the bureaucrats, civil servants and police—to get
them, in essence, to defect—nonviolent revolution is possible. But if the
state can organize effective and prolonged violence against dissent, it
spawns reactive revolutionary violence, or what the state calls terrorism.
Violent revolutions usually give rise to revolutionaries as ruthless as
their adversaries. “Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the
process he does not become a monster,” Friedrich Nietzsche wrote. “And
if you gaze long enough into an abyss, the abyss will gaze back into you.”
Violent revolutions are always tragic. I, and many other activists, seek to
keep our uprising nonviolent. We seek to spare the country the savagery
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state, which can speak in the language of force with a ruthlessness that
the opposition can never match, can triumph. The state uses violence
to demand “law and order” and demonize the opposition, isolating it
within the wider society and making it easier to crush.
The corporate state seeks to maintain the fiction of our personal
agency in the political and economic process. As long as we believe
we are participants, a lie sustained through massive propaganda campaigns, endless and absurd election cycles and the pageantry of empty
political theater, our corporate oligarchs rest easy in their private jets,
boardrooms, penthouses and mansions. As the bankruptcy of corporate
capitalism and globalization is exposed, the ruling elite are increasingly
nervous. They know that if the ideas that justify their power die, they are
finished. This is why voices of dissent—as well as spontaneous uprisings
such as the Occupy movement—are ruthlessly crushed by the corporate
state. Revolutions are not only fundamentally nonviolent, because they
never succeed unless the ruling apparatus self-destructs, but they are
won around the battle of ideas. The ideology that sustained corporate
power is dead. It is our job to fill the vacuum with an articulated socialism. And it is our job to use the tool of nonviolence to bring enough of
the population and those who administer power to our side. If we fail, a
Christianized fascism will be ascendant.
“[M]any ideas, once held to be true, have come to be regarded as
wrong and evil,” Berkman wrote in his essay. “Thus the ideas of the divine
right of kings, of slavery and serfdom. There was a time when the whole
world believed those institutions to be right, just, and unchangeable.
In the measure that those superstitions and false beliefs were fought by
advanced thinkers, they became discredited and lost their hold upon the
people, and finally the institutions that incorporated those ideas were
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We the Resistance
Michael G. Long
“The politics of dissent is back in the United States,” says scholar Erica
Chenoweth. “Since 2011, the country has witnessed the resurgence of
popular action—from Occupy Wall Street to Flood Wall Street to Black
Lives Matter to Standing Rock.”
Chenoweth may be right, but it’s not that the politics of dissent was
ever absent. Dissent played an important role in our history long before
the right to dissent—that is, the right to free speech, the right to assemble peacefully, and the right to express grievances to the government—
was guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, and it has consistently appeared
throughout the course of our history, even though its popularity has
ebbed and flowed along the way. It ebbed in the early 1950s, for example,
and now it’s flowing.
In light of the recent resurgence, Chenoweth and her colleagues have
started counting political crowds on a monthly basis, and beginning with
the Women’s March on January 21, 2017, they have found that monthly
protests in the United States have numbered in the hundreds and that
the most common type of political protest today is “civil resistance,” acts
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Einstein Institution, whose work on nonviolent action has created a rich
legacy for all of us who believe in the right to protest for right.
Sharp defines nonviolent action as “a technique of action for applying power in a conflict by using symbolic protests, noncooperation, and
defiance, but not physical violence.”
It’s different from pacifism because it refers to a technique of action
rather than a wholesale rejection of violence based on one’s religious or
philosophical beliefs. Historically, nonviolent action has been employed
by pacifists and non-pacifists alike, and it’s not a stretch to say that most
U.S. citizens who participate in nonviolent actions are far from pacifists.
Nonviolent action is different from passivity, too, because it actively
resists, challenges, defies, and confronts governing authorities. It’s not
for slackers or the surrendering type.
Sharp has also classified nonviolent action into three broad categories: nonviolent protest and persuasion (like public speeches, marches,
and teach-ins), noncooperation (strikes, boycotts, and sanctuaries), and
nonviolent intervention (occupations, filling jails, and parallel governments). Although most of these methods—he’s identified more than 190
of them—are unlike those employed in conventional politics (voting,
running for office, and other forms of electoral politics), his category of
nonviolent protest and persuasion does include tactics, such as group
lobbying, that do not altogether avoid standard political channels.
We the Resistance follows Sharp’s general lead, but there are a few
differences to note. As it appears here, “nonviolent protest” refers to the
use of nonviolent methods, including social, psychological, political,
and economic ones, for resisting governing authorities—for example,
speeches, petitions, opinion editorials, lobbying, picketing, marches,
parades, teach-ins, walkouts, boycotts, strikes, sit-ins, sit-downs, speakouts, civil disobedience, parallel governments, seizure of property, and
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it occurs throughout the world, We the Resistance tends to the context of
the United States and especially to the nonviolent methods used to resist governing authorities whose attitudes, actions, policies, and systems
seek to undermine the democratic ideal of equal justice under law or to
trample the rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
The last point is especially significant because there have been significant nonviolent protests throughout our history that have directly
and intentionally sought to squash democratic principles and values.
On August 8, 1925, for example, more than 30,000 members of
the Ku Klux Klan paraded down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C., in a public display of racism, anti-Semitism, and anti-Catholicism.
Wearing white Klan robes, unmasked men and women carried U.S. flags
in a three-hour march that ended at the Washington Monument. However historically significant it may be, the 1925 Klan parade, as well as
similar nonviolent rallies, is not a proper subject for this book.
Nor are demonstrations that have been socially or politically conservative. This book does not include, for example, nonviolent protests
that have targeted Roe v. Wade, the landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision granting women the right to abortion, even though these protests
have shown massive strength.
We the Resistance aims to document nonviolent protests that have
been leftist—socially, politically, and economically—within the context
of U.S. history. These include protests for the separation of church and
state, the abolition of slavery, the enfranchisement of women, the right
to free love and unregulated sex, the basic need for livable wages, the
elimination of Jim Crow customs and laws, first-class citizenship for
people of all colors and abilities, the right to abortion, the preservation
of the environment, the liberation of animals, the citizenship of immigrants without legal standing, the right to same-sex marriage, the reguThis PDF file remains the property of
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introduce readers to some of the most significant protests, individual
and collective, that have advanced equality, freedom, and justice. Taken
together, the historic documents suggest that nonviolent protest is at the
heart of what it means to be a U.S. American.
Violence, too, is at the heart of what it means to be part of our
country, and if we have any doubt about that, all we have to do is read
standard history books. There we will discover that historians have used
conflicts and wars to order, explain, and give meaning to our past and
present lives. Sometimes these histories even seem to suggest that the
capacity to maim and kill for democratic values and principles is what it
means to be American.
Perhaps this is the reason that nonviolent protests often feel so marginal, so peripheral, so out of the ordinary. But they’re not. If we look
closely, we will see countless individuals and groups throughout history who have wielded the powerful weapons of nonviolence in order to
“redeem the soul of America,” as Martin Luther King, Jr. put it. We will
see slaves, Native Americans, Quakers, abolitionists, sharecroppers, suffragists, union members, immigrants, people of color, people with disabilities, pacifists, environmentalists, animal-rights activists, and LGBT
folks, among so many others—all of them using nonviolent weapons to
advance equality, justice, and freedom.
It’s simply impossible to understand U.S. history without tending to nonviolent protests and the creative ways they have deepened
and advanced our commitments to democratic values and principles.
Nonviolent protests have been so pervasive and constant that we can
even use them, rather than conflict and wars, to order, explain, and give
meaning to our collective history. The critics who suggest that protest
against the governing authorities is un-American simply don’t know
their own history.
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connections between their own protest actions and those of the recent
past, and between those of the recent past and those of long ago—connections, for example, between the Black Lives Matter movement, the
black civil rights movement, and the abolitionist movement.
Martin Luther King, Jr., rightly noted that the black civil rights
movement did not emerge out of nothing but that it was deeply connected to the past. King felt especially indebted to Jackie Robinson and
his nonviolent shattering of the color barrier in Major League Baseball.
He even described Robinson as “a sit-inner before the sit-ins, a freedom
rider before the Freedom Rides.”
Robinson, too, recognized his own indebtedness to nonviolent resisters of the past. Indeed, before Robinson, A. Philip Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and the 1941 March on
Washington movement. Before Randolph, African American WWI veterans marched with the Bonus Army to demand payments that would
help them survive during an awful depression. Before the Bonus Army,
Ida B. Wells and the NAACP campaigned against lynching, as did those
who marched in the Negro Silent Protest Parade of 1917. Before the
parade, Elizabeth Jennings refused to leave a whites-only streetcar in
New York City, and before she did that, African Americans in the North
organized themselves to resist the 1850 Fugitive Law. And these brave
folks had roots extending way back to the pre-Revolutionary days, when
slaves in colonial America petitioned ecclesiastical authorities in Europe
to arrange for their emancipation.
These are just some of the connections that this book will allow readers to make. Others deal with the intersectionality of nonviolent campaigns. Gay rights pioneer Frank Kameny, for example, credited the black
civil rights movement for providing him with the inspiration and instruction required to politicize the homophile movement of the 1960s. Helen
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We the resisters in the 21st century may sometimes feel as if we’re
alone or doing something new, something innovative, something
unique. But the truth is that a richly interconnected history has birthed
us into this moment and offers us resources for resisting today and persisting tomorrow.
Our interconnected history also offers us hope because it shows us
that some nonviolent protests can indeed succeed. Drawing from her
groundbreaking work with Maria Stephan, Erica Chenoweth has argued that “historically speaking, nonviolent struggle is a more effective
technique than violent struggle.” When democracy of some form is an
intended goal, “nonviolent resistant campaigns are 10 times more likely
to usher in democratic institutions than violent ones. Armed resistance
actually tends to weaken democracy in previously democratic countries,
while nonviolent resistance has no such effect.”
Although this book does not always identify the outcomes of the
nonviolent protests documented here, just a bit of extra research will
show that many of these campaigns were considerably successful in advancing democratic values and the rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. For example, the early women’s rights movement eventually resulted in the enfranchisement of women, the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom helped lead to the passage of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, and numerous LGBT protests in recent years eventuated in
the repeal of the government’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
Of course there were horrific failures along the way. The nonviolent protests of Native Americans did not prevent the government from
slaughtering them or forcing them on to barren lands. The nonviolent
protests of individual slaves to white Christians did not typically lead to
their emancipation. And more than a few of the nonviolent protests of
factory workers in the first part of the twentieth century were crushed
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willingness to die, in the face of the unspeakable horrors that our government is so capable of sanctioning and committing.
Thanks to the countless nonviolent resisters before us, our government has relented at points in our history. But let’s not forget for one
moment that state-sanctioned horrors continue to plague us—people
of color, immigrants, the LGBT community, people with disabilities,
women of all colors, the poor, and others—as well as animals and the
environment.
But as the horrors visit us every day, so does our opportunity to
stand on the shoulders of the men, women, and children whose nonviolent protests, documented here, have shaped us into the resisters we are
today and can be tomorrow. And may we at last stand tall and exercise
our constitutional right to resist for the sake of the democracy that still
eludes us. All of Us—We the People, We the Resisters.
Notes on the Documents
I tried not to be heavy-handed in changing or correcting the grammar used by authors of the primary sources included here. I deleted
outmoded grammar at some points, and in those places where I did
retain its use, my purpose was to preserve the historic feel of the written word.
Excerpting historic documents always presents a challenge, and my
hope is that I exercised care in doing so. Almost all of the writings here
are shortened in some way, some of them quite liberally, and ellipses
usually indicate my deletions. In some cases, I relied on the excellent
editing done by other scholars who worked on the documents. You can
find in the acknowledgments a list of editors whose work helped me to
navigate the enormous amount of relevant and available material.
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The most difficult choices I faced centered on the selection of which
texts to include and which to exclude. My choices reflect my desire to
show different types of actors, a wide range of nonviolent actions, and
a diversity of goals and ends. The uneven quality of the documents reflects the availability of the historic material.
I should note, too, that some big names are missing in the pages
ahead—William Sill, Eugene Debs, and Martin Luther King, Jr., come
to mind. Also missing are some important protests—the Uprising of the
20,000 led by Clara Lemlich, Lucy Stone’s resistance to traditional marriage, and the student sit-in movement in the 1960s are but a few examples. I decided not to include King-authored documents for practical
reasons: it is very difficult, and expensive, to secure permission to publish his work. As for Sill, Debs and other prominent peacemakers in U.S.
history, as well as those historic protests I do not address, the best I can
do in light of their absence here is to remind you that this work is not
comprehensive and to encourage you to supplement the pages ahead
by consulting the work of my colleagues who write on the increasingly
important topic of nonviolent resistance.
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